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Featured Project: 
Luckiamute State Natural Area Floodplain Reconnection 

Project Snapshot
Goal: Restore and enhance valuable off-channel habitat by reconnecting the lower 

Luckiamute River to its floodplain
Land Ownership: Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD)
Funders: Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB), Meyer Memorial Trust 
(MMT), Bonneville Power Administration (BPA)
2020 Accomplishments:

• 14 acres of reconnected or enhanced floodplain habitat
• 65,000 bareroot trees and shrubs and 9,000 live stakes planted on 24 acres
• 6 acres seeded with native grasses (20 acres in 2019)

Lorem ipsum

Many of our rivers, including the Luckiamute, have been disconnected from their 
floodplains over the years. Dams and regulated flows, as well as berms, dykes, 
dredging, development and clearing of floodplain forests, are some of the many 
activities that have resulted in the loss of this valuable habitat. In turn, floodplain 
disconnection has led to accelerated streambank erosion, more severe flooding 
events, loss of winter rearing habitat for native fish, and is a major factor in the 
decline of our native salmon and trout populations.
At Luckiamute State Natural Area (LSNA) we are working with our partners to 
enhance the connection of the Luckiamute River to its historic floodplain. Guided 
by topographic and vegetation surveys by River Design Group, contractors from 
Trask Design and Construction, LLC raised and lowered the elevation of different 
areas of the landscape in a way that would allow the Luckiamute River to spill out 
over a greater portion of its surrounding floodplain during regular flooding events. 
Some areas of high elevation were also lowered in order to allow floodwaters to 
fully recede back to the stream channel as water levels drop back down. This allows 
fish an exit path back to the Luckiamute River as water levels drop, and avoids the 
risk that they will be stranded in shallow pools. Trask crewmembers were able to 
carefully maneuver their heavy machinery around areas we had planted in the  
existing swales and wetlands, minimizing impact to these thriving native plant 
communities. Restoration crews from D. Franco Contracting, Inc. and two volun-
teer work parties have planted this area and the surrounding landscape with 
native grasses, trees and shrubs. More at LuckiamuteLWC.org/lsna-reconnection.Love Your Watershed in style! 

LuckiamuteLWC.org/lwc-store
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Our tabling events, celebrations and 
community-centered forums give the 
public a closer look at what resources 
are available in their communities, a 
chance to see how we are addressing 
watershed priorities, and an opportunity 
to celebrate our milestones! 

In-Person 
Community Outreach
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Tours of project sites give com-
munity members a behind- 
the-scenes view of restoration 
work in progress.

Project Tour
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Whether in-person or over Zoom, our 
Sips ‘n’ Science events bring watershed 
science topics and conservation tools to 
the heart of our communities.

Sips ‘n’ Science Pub Talks
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Conducting virtual workshops 
with our partners give us the 

opportunity to reach many 
more viewers than we could 
ever accomodate in person. 

Virtual Workshop
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Native tree plantings, ivy pulls and mulching 
projects provided opportunites for individuals 
of all ages to contribute directly to watershed 
health!

Volunteer Events
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The COVID-19 pandemic meant that we had to 
stay at home throughout much of this year, but 
that didn’t stop us from engaging and connect-
ing with our watershed community from afar 
with online contests, Love Your Watershed 
care packages, and more!

Virtual Engagement / Staying Connected 
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Love Your Watershed Events
Despite the onset of COVID-19 and the ensuing restrictions on in-person gatherings, Love Your Watershed in-person and virtual

events engaged 964 people across 22 events in 2020. Take a closer look at how we continue to stay connected, 
inspiring and empowering individuals to take action for watershed health — at home and in their communities! 

Le� to Right: A celebratory banner hangs at Riverview Park in Independence, marking the LWC’s 1,000,000 plants milestone; This 2010 photo of the 
Luckiamute River at Wildwood Bridge shows a riparian (streamside) area overgrown with invasive knotweed and Himalayan blackberry; Ten years 
later, this same area has a diverse, thriving native plant community; Executive Director Kristen Larson scoops a shovelful of dirt to help plant our 
honorary 1,000,000th tree—an Oregon white oak (Quercus garryani) sapling that goes by the name of “Garry;” Board member Dave Ehlers poses 
next to Garry, who we hope will continue to grow and thrive for hundreds of years to come!

A Watershed Moment: 1,ooo,ooo Plants in the Ground!

During 2020, the Luckiamute Watershed Council put its one millionth plant in the ground, a significant achievement 
that was symbolically marked with the planting of an Oregon white oak at Luckiamute State Natural Area (LSNA) on 
October 22, 2020. Located at the point where the Luckiamute and Santiam Rivers joins the Willame�e River, LSNA 
was an appropriate site for this commemorative event, since almost half of the million trees and shrubs were planted 
within its North and South Units. We would not have been able to reach this milestone without our supporters, 
project partners, planting crews, nurseries, and all of the landowners and community members that are involved in 
every single one of our restoration projects. THANK YOU, watershed community, for helping us achieve this major 
milestone and for making the watershed a healthier place for all! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdpxWvxmZ6k


Federal

State

Private Foundation

Local Contributions / Donations

Other Grants & Fee for Service

Total Income

Income

$234,831

$194,161

$149,397

$51,234

$37,710

$671,190

Programs

Operations

Fundraising

Total Expenses

Expenses

$507,175

$55,658

$11,248

$574,081

Income - Expenses $97,109

Values based on the LWC's Statement of Financial Activities for January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020.

Revenue received in this �scal year can be spent in the same �scal year or reserved for use in future years based on project and 
grant timelines. 

*Other includes revenue from interest, event registration, o�ce 
sub-lease rental payments, and other miscellaneous revenue.

We would like to thank the following funding partners and in-kind donors for their contributions to our projects and outreach 
programs this year. We could not have accomplished our goals without their generous support!

Federal Funding Sources: Bonneville Power Administration, Bureau of Land Management, Small Business Administration

State Funding Sources: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board  

Private Foundations:  Amazon Smile Foundation, Meyer Memorial Trust

Local Partners and Other Grants: Ash Creek Water Control District, Benton Soil & Water Conservation District, City of Indepen-
dence, Fred Meyer Community Rewards, Hancock Forest Management, Monmouth-Independence Rotary Club, Polk Soil & 
Water Conservation District, Portland General Electric Habitat Support Fund, Willamette Habitat Restoration Fund

In-Kind Donors (Businesses): Croft Vineyards, Spiritopia, Queen Bee Honey

In-Kind Donors (Individuals): Linda Hillesum, Wendy Hudson

Other* $3,857
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Fiscal Year 2020 Donors 
Watershed Patrons 
($5000+ or Planned Giving)
Hancock Forest Management
One Tree Planted

Luckiamute Benefactors
($1000 - $4999)
Anonymous Donor
David & Sarah Ehlers
Cliff & Gay Hall
Wendy Hudson
Chris & Kathy Jensen
Trout Unlimited - Bluebacks 
Chapter

River Allies
($250 - $499)
Anonymous Donor
Albany Animal Hospital
Tremaine & Gail Arkley
Jon & Juli Bansen
(in memory of Lloyd Bansen)
Sean & Shari Hathaway
Chris & Lisa Jaramillo
Pat & Andrea Melendy
Terry Murphy
Spiritopia
Starker Forests, Inc.

Tributary Donors
($100 - $249)
Anonymous Donors (5)
John & Regina Auer
Michael Baltzley
Blue Heron Farm, LLC
Harmony & Jeff Burright
Bala Cadambi
Ron & Ingrid Cooper
(in honor of Luna & Reggie)
Suzanne Dufner
Hollis Fishelson-Holstine & 
Charles Holstine
Kathi Foisie
Theodore A. Foster, Jr.
Danny Garcia
Brooke Ge�y
Jeremy Gordon

Thank you to all our supporters and volunteers!
Mark & Hazel Niles
David Olson
(in memory of Margaret Olson)
Randolph Osman
Laura Peterson
John & Sandra Po�er
Pressed Coffee Roasters Cafe
Jack & Grace Rye
Sharon Safina
Stephen and Anne Scheck
Donna Schuyler
Holly Shu�a
Norman Stone
Suzanne & Jay Teller
(in memory of Gisela Zanelli)
Sarah Uebel & Bre� Reistad
Ruth Versteeg
Nan Willis
Faye Yoshihara & Kevin Kenaga
Deirdre Young

FY 2020 Volunteers

Creek Contributors
(Up to $24)
Judy Champlin
Paige Jenkins
(in honor of La Donna Brave Bull 
Allard)
Colleen Lemaire
Erin Murphy
Linda Samuels
Jackson Stalley & Emily Plec

Confluence Champions
($500 - $999)
Anonymous Donor
Dan & Kathy Farnworth
(in memory of Sally and Stranger)
Linda & Joe Hillesum
Judy Maule

Judy Beebe
Marc Bell
Billy Black
Linda Brewer
Erin Burns
Rob Burns
Heidi Christensen
Brisa Cruz
Gwyneth Coney
David Ehlers
Sarah Ehlers

Enrique Escalera-Vega
Douglass Fi�ing
Dan Farnworth
George Grosch
Joan Hagar
Karen Hans
Linda Hillesum
Joe Hillesum
Wendy Hudson
Lorena Huerta
Renee Jaffer
Becky Jay
Berean Jones
George Kral
Amanda Laister
Phil Larsen
Judy Maule
Marisa Mechan
Patrick Melendy
Gretchen Mitchell
Sally Morris
Terry Murphy
Pa�y Nevue
Amy Pinkley-Wernz
Anastasia Popchock
David Olson
Amanda Robinson
Francisco Rocha
Maria Isabel Rocha
Sharon Safina
Chris Seal
Tyler Simmer
Ma�hew Sloat
Jackson Stalley
Karin Stutzman
Jane Tappen
Jay Tappen
Jay Teller
Sarah Uebel
Tom Wilson
Sco� Youngblood
Barbara Zanelli

Anonymous Donors (7)
Ash Creek Animal Clinic
John Barlow
Judy Beebe
Clinton Begley
Donald & Eileen Bisson
Donald & Frances Brostrom
Hannah Carleson
Debra & Rick Chambers
Patricia Clausen
David & Peggy Clyne
Larry Endico�
Miriam & Tom Forney
Theodore Foster & Brooke Ashley 
Chilton Timmons
James & Florence Foster
Joseph Fisher Family
Julie & Nick Hawley
Earl & Sue Horton
Karen & Mike Lippsmeyer
Charles Maughan
Becca & Russell Meskridge
Elizabeth Monticue
Stacy & Peter Moore
David & Tamar Myhrum

Thank you, Business Circle Members!
Hancock Forest Management
KWIP AM 880 (La Campeona)

Starker Forests, Inc.
Cro� Vineyards

Spiritopia
Les Schwab Tire Center

Volunteers (continued)

Stream Supporters
($25 - $99)

George Grosch & Ann Bowen
Mark Henkels & Marcella 
Dupler-Henkels
Thomas Hewes & Audrey Perkins
Stephen & Ava Howard
Henry Hughes
Danny & Renee Jaffer
(in memory of Maduddin Jaffer)
Becky Jay
(in memory of Maduddin Jaffer)
Phil Larsen & Judy Riggs
Kristen Larson & Tom Wilson
Sally Morris
Terry Murphy
Pa�y Nevue & John McArdle
Gail Oberst & Michael Cairns
Jerry & Judith Paul
William Pearcy
Amy Pinkley-Wernz & Martin Wernz
Chris & Lynne�e Shonnard
Pat & Ken Simila
Karin & Terry Stutzman
(in memory of Dorothy James)
Nancy Sullivan
Suzanne & Jay Teller
Fred Weisensee
Sco� Youngblood

https://www.luckiamutelwc.org/business-circle.html

