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Overview

• Species Selection Resources

• Shrubs (wet/dry sun/shade)

• Herbaceous plants (annuals, 
perennials, bulbs)

• Examples for extreme 
environments- wet clay, 
deep shade

• Plants for specific purposes 
(pollinators, wildlife, 
seasons).



• oregonmetro.gov/nativepl
ants



Additional Resources



Additional resources
Oregon Flora Project gardening portal







http://plants.usda.gov



http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/publications/plantmaterials/pmc/west
/orpmc/pub/#TN



The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation

www.xerces.org



Flexible 
considerations of 
species selection

• Aesthetics

• Privacy/living fence

• Wind break

• Wildlife habitat

• Low maintenance 
landscape

• Riparian buffer/soil 
stabilization

• Food/herbs/medicine



Inflexible 
considerations of 
species selection.

Fixed attributes of site

• Sun/shade

• Soil type

• Space

• Moisture (you can always 
add water in the summer, 
but its difficult to drain 
away excess water in the 
winter).



Top 5 No-
Fail 
Shrubs

• Red flowering currant

• Oceanspray

• Red-osier dogwood

• Pacific ninebark

• Snowberry



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Redflower currant 
Ribes sanguineum
• Deciduous shrub
• 4-12 ft tall, 3-12 ft wide 
• Medium drought 

tolerance
• Full sun to part shade
• Blooms early spring 
• Supports pollinators, 

beneficial insects, 
hummingbirds, and 
birds/mammals 



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Oceanspray
Holodiscus discolor

• Deciduous shrub 
• 8-12 ft tall, 3-7 ft wide
• Low drought tolerance
• Full sun to part shade
• Blooms late summer
• Supports pollinators, 

beneficial insects, and 
birds/mammals



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Redosier dogwood
Cornus sericea ssp. sericea
• Deciduous shrub
• 10-15 ft tall, 6-9 ft wide
• Medium drought 

tolerance
• Full sun to part shade
• Blooms mid to late spring
• Supports beneficial 

insects, hummingbirds, 
and birds/mammals 



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Pacific ninebark
Physocarpus capitatus

• Deciduous shrub
• 8-12 ft tall, 4-7 ft wide
• Low drought tolerance
• Full sun to partial shade
• Blooms late spring 
• Supports pollinators, 

beneficial insects, and 
birds/mammals 



Common snowberry
(Symphorocarpus albus)

• Deciduous Shrub 
• 2 to 5 feet tall, 

• Wet to dry soils
• Full sun to shade
• sometimes vining 

growth as a response to 
deep shade. 

• Sends up new shoots 2-
4 feet away, yet stays 
manageable.



Shrubs for shade

• Elderberry (red or blue)
• Vine maple*
• Twinberry
• Osoberry
• snowberry
• Evergreen 

huckleberry*

• Salmonberry
• Thimbleberry*
• Salal
• Oregon grape (small 

one)



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Red elderberry
Sambucus racemosa
• Deciduous shrub
• 8-20 ft tall, 6-20 ft wide
• Medium drought 

tolerance
• Partial sun to shade
• Blooms spring
• Supports pollinators, 

beneficial insects, 
hummingbirds, and 
birds/mammals 



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Twinberry honeysuckle
Lonicera involucrata

• Deciduous shrub
• 8-10 ft tall, 4-10 ft wide
• Low drought tolerance
• Full sun to part shade
• Blooms summer
• Supports pollinators, 

hummingbirds, and 
birds/mammals



Osoberry
Oemleria cerasiformis

• Small tree to multi-stemmed 
deciduous shrub up to 15 
feet in height. 

• Partial to full shade
• Likes moist soils



Salmonberry
Rubus spectabilis

• Small to 
medium 
caneberry
shrub 3 to 12 
feet tall. 

• Spreads

• Likes shady 
moist areas.



Shrubs for Sun

• Red-osier dogwood
• Mock Orange
• Pacific Ninebark
• Oceanspray
• Western serviceberry
• Red flowering currant
• Ceanothus- blue 

blossom

• Tall Oregon grape
• Nootka rose



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Tall Oregon grape 
(hollyleaved barberry)
Mahonia (=Berberis) aquifolium

• Evergreen shrub
• 5-10 ft tall, 2-8 ft wide
• High drought tolerance
• Full sun to shade
• Blooms early spring 
• Supports pollinators, 

beneficial insects, 
hummingbirds, and 
birds/mammals

Photos from USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database 



Species Selection:
Western Oregon Native Plants for Biodiversity

Saskatoon serviceberry
Amelanchier alnifolia
• Deciduous shrub
• 6-20 ft tall, 10 ft wide
• Medium drought 

tolerance
• Full sun to part shade
• Blooms spring-summer 
• Supports pollinators, 

beneficial insects, and 
birds/mammals



Mock orange
Philadelphus lewisii

• 4.5 to 12 feet 
tall, multi-
stemmed 
shrub. 2 to 4 
inch diameter 
fragrant white 
flowers in 
summer. 



California lilac
• Many cultivars
• Evergreen
• Small to medium shrub
• Bees love it!



Herbaceous 
Plants

Annuals – best from seed

Perennials – best from 
containers

Bulbs – best from dormant 
bulbs or containers.



Annual Forbs- Dry

Seed in fall or very early spring

Tall species
showy tarweed 
(Madia elegans)

farewell-to spring
(Clarkia amoena) 



Annual forbs- medium 
size/moisture
• blue gilia (Gilia capitata) 
• grand collomia (Collomia grandiflora)



Annual forbs- Wet areas- Short 

• rosy plectritis (Plectritis congesta)
• fragrant popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys figuratus)



Perennial Forbs
Available in various forms



Tall plants  
3-6ft

• meadow checkermallow
(Sidalcea campestris)

• rose checkermallow
(Sidalcea virgata)

• showy milkweed 

• (Asclepias speciosa) 

• Narrow leaved mule’s ears 
(Wyethia angustofolia)



Checkermallows



Showy milkweed



Medium plants

• Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis)

• Asters (Symphyotrichum spp)

• Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) 

• Columbine (Aquilegia formosa) 

• Western geranium 
(Geranium oreganum) 



Oregon Geranium- dry, full sun to partial shade 



Western columbine- dry full sun to partial 
shade



Shorter 
plants

• Oregon Iris (Iris tenax)

• Oregon sunshine 
(Eriophyllum lanatum) 

• Self heal (Prunella vulgaris 
var lanceolata) 

• western buttercup 
(Ranunculus occidentalis)



Oregon Iris  Dry, full sun to partial shade



Oregon sunshine  full sun, dry to wet



Western buttercup full sun to partial shade, 
moist to wet



Bulbs

• Native onion Allium spp. 

• Harvest brodiaea Brodiaea coronaria

• Mariposa lily Calochortus tolmiei

• great cammas Camassia spp.

• Fawn lily Erythronium oreganum

• Checker lily  Fritillaria affinis

• Tiger lily  Lilium columbiana

• Shooting star Dodecantheon spp



mariposa lily (Cat’s ear) - dry, full sun



Checker or Chocolate Lily- dry full sun to partial 
shade



Harvest Brodiaea- dry, full sun



great camas- wet to dry full sun to partial shade



Shade 



Perennials- Mature forest shade

Evergreen
• Wild ginger (GC)
• Deer fern
• Sword fern

Deciduous
• Fairy bells
• Trillium
• False lily of the valley
• False Solomon seal
• Inside out flower
• Redwood sorrel (CG)



Perennials- Shady

• Fringecup
• Columbia larkspur

• Bleeding heart
• Yellow wood violet





Bulbs-shady

• Oregon fawn lily
• Tiger lily 
• Shooting stars



Heavy clay



Heavy clay

• Camas bulbs
• Bare stem lomatium

tubers
• Annual seeds 

• Douglas’ meadowfoam
• Popcorn flower
• Rosy plectritis



Species selection
Fall color
Redoiser dogwood
Vine maple
Pacific ninebark

Winter interest
Pacific willow- yellow stems
Redoiser dogwood- redstems
Roses- rose hips
Snow berry- white berries
Ceononthus-evergreen



Species Selection

Spring bloom
Indian plum
Red flowering currant
willows



Species Selection- Pollinators

• Season long bloom
• Three species bloom in 

each part of the growing 
season (Early, mid, late). 

• Shrubs often provide the 
earliest bloom.



Species Selection- Birds

• Berries or seeds
My favorites- Service berry, Oregon grape, 
Narrowleaved mules ears. 



Tips for gardening (or life)

• Do your homework
• Take risks
• Learn from failures
• Adapt
• Repeat
• Make sure to enjoy it!! 



Questions?

Please feel free to contact me:

Amy Bartow
USDA-NRCS Corvallis Plant Materials Center
541-801-2279 
Amy.bartow@usda.gov

mailto:Amy.bartow@or.usda.gov
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